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Description:

Four Views on Creation, Evolution, and Intelligent Design presents the current state of the conversation about origins among evangelicals
representing four key positions:Young Earth Creationism - Ken Ham (Answers in Genesis)Old Earth (Progressive) Creationism - Hugh Ross
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(Reasons to Believe)Evolutionary Creation - Deborah B. Haarsma (BioLogos)Intelligent Design - Stephen C. Meyer (The Discovery Institute)The
contributors offer their best defense of their position addressing questions such as: What is your position on origins - understood broadly to include
the physical universe, life, and human beings in particular? What do you take to be the most persuasive arguments in defense of your position?
How do you demarcate and correlate evidence about origins from current science and from divine revelation? What hinges on answering these
questions correctly?

The stated goal of this Four Views book is “for it to be an accurate snapshot of the origins conversation in America right now.” In my opinion, it
succeeds.The format consists of essays by Ken Ham (Answers in Genesis), Hugh Ross (Reasons to Believe), Deborah Haarsma (BioLogos), and
Stephen C. Meyer (Discovery Institute). Following each essay are responses by the other three authors and a rejoinder by the essay author.The
essay authors were asked to describe their position on origins, discuss the most persuasive argument for and biggest challenges to their position,
their sources of evidence for their position, and how important it is to have a correct view of origins.Ken Ham defends Young-Earth Creationism
against all of the old-earth views. He states that “Scripture must control our interpretation of the scientific evidence and our critique of evolutionary,
naturalistic interpretations” (p. 31) and that “the issue of the age of the earth for Christians comes down one of authority. Who is the ultimate
authority, God or man, or what is the final authority, God’s Word or man’s word?” (p. 34) He neglects to mention that Scripture also needs to be
interpreted, and that his interpretation is only one of many possible interpretations of Genesis 1-11. He claims that “all old-earth scientists ignore
(or worse, twist) God’s eyewitness testimony in Genesis in their efforts to interpret the physical evidence from events of the past” (p. 212).Ken
Ham then goes on to state that “The scientific evidence confirming the literal truth [i.e., his interpretation] of Genesis 1-11 is overwhelming and
increasing with time as a result of the research of both evolutionists and creationists” (p. 31). That statement is blatantly false and totally opposite of
reality.As part of his discussion of biological evolution, Ken Ham offers two cut-off quotations from Ernst Mayr’s book “What Evolution Is” (pp.
33 & 157) that appear to support his position until you look up the rest of the quotations.Finally, in his rejoinder, Ken Ham offers a challenge:
“Unless we are persuaded from the Scriptures that we are wrong, we will not recant our teaching and defense of young-earth creation, which
historically is the biblically orthodox faith of the church” (p. 70). Christian old-earth and evolutionary creationists need to take him up on that
challenge.Next, Hugh Ross’s essay on old earth (day-age, progressive) creationism defends a moderate concordist (seeking harmony between
nature and Scripture) approach to the interpretation of Genesis 1-11 and what he calls “constructive integration, which he describes as anticipating
“a straight-forward, harmonious integration of Scripture’s book with nature’s record.” His approach centers on a testable creation model
“providing multiple scientific evidences . . . for God’s direct involvement in nature” (p. 78). For instance, he suggests that genetics studies will
eventually show that the current human population descended from two humans.As an astronomer, Hugh Ross’s strength has always been in the
area of cosmological evolution. His essay, however, focuses more on biological evolution. He describes what he perceives as biblical and scientific
challenges to biological evolution, such as the Avalon and Cambrian explosions and perceived evidences of God’s interventions. He also suggests
that evolutionary convergence fits well with a common design perspective, which would appear to indicate that he is unfamiliar with the work of
paleontologist Simon Conway Morris on convergence within biological evolution.In the end, he believes that “Nothing less than active, repeated
interventions by a supernatural Creator could ensure that just-right kinds of life at just-right population levels living in just-right habitats would
replace the extinct species at just-right times to keep Earth’s atmospheric chemistry and surface temperatures optimal for life throughout the past
3.8 billion years.” (p. 91). This sounds like a “God of the Gaps” argument.In her essay, Deborah Haarsma provides an excellent 30-page
description of the evolutionary creation view of origins. She first discusses the geological and astronomical evidence for the vast age of the universe
and the earth. She then briefly discusses how evolution works, including the fossil, embryo, and genetic evidence for evolution, and the various
mechanisms of evolution. She then makes the case for human evolution and current options for viewing a historical Adam and Eve, about which
BioLogos takes no specific position.Haarsma then goes on to the theological issues around biological evolution, including what it means for man
being made in the image of God, original sin, death before the fall, and natural evil. She concludes that evolutionary creation is a faithful option for
Christians.In his essay on the intelligent design view, Stephen Meyer presents a brief history of the classic design argument and the case for
Intelligent Design. He states that intelligent design is an evidence-based scientific theory about life’s origin and development. His basic claim is that
intelligence is the only known cause of specified information, and that therefore an Intelligent Designer is the best explanation for the origin and
evolution of life. The majority of his essay seeks to make his case. He makes no effort to tie his message to the creation accounts in the
Bible.Throughout the book, areas of agreement among the views were mentioned, and there were pleas for unity and suggestions for how to
achieve it. Interesting insights in the essays and responses were too numerous to mention here.Basically, Haarsma and Ham did a good job of
addressing the issues and connecting with the reader; Meyer and Ross not so much.I heartily recommend this book to anyone, Christian or non-
Christian, interested in the origins debate among Christians.
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was just a smidge below a few of the previous ones. 584.10.47474799 What kind of society would develop. Cfeation is expanding his universe in
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